First Congregational Church of St. Albans (FCC) is a welcoming
community of spiritual seekers, believers, and doubters.

Please know that no matter who you are or where you are on life's
journey, you're welcome here.

FIrRsT CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH VISION STATEMENT
To create an open and loving community that encourages a joyous
exploration with God.
To work together to care for and nurture the wider community.

FIrsT CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH MISSION STATEMENT
Our mission as a community resource church is to provide a safe
place for spiritual exploration and personal growth. To affirm the
value of each person and to meet them where they are.
To connect to the community through personal service, giving, and
pastoral care.

Please feel free to contact us:

Administrative Office: Tuesday - Friday: 9am- 2pm

Church Office Phone Number: 802-524-4555

Pastor Jessica’s Office Hours:

Friday 9:30am-2:30pm and by Appointment

Email: pastorjessica@firstcongregationalstalbans.org

For urgent, pastoral matters outside of regular office hours,
call Pastor Jessica at 207-632-5544.

Please note that Monday is Pastor Jessica’s day off.

OUR WORSHIP SERVICE IS BROADCAST OVER THE LOCAL PUBLIC ACCESS CHANNEL
1079 oN SunpAvs AT 4 PM.
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First Congregational Church of St. Albans

An open and affirming community.

“WE WELCOME YOU AND SERVE ALL THROUGH FAITH.”
WORSHIP WITH US:
OcroBeR 18, 2026
10 A.M.

REev. JEssicA MooRE, PAsSTOR
ST1ePHAN CoNRADY, ORGANIST
STEPHEN MCLAUGHLIN, OFFICE MANAGER
27 CHURcH STREET, ST. ALBans, VT 05478
802-524-4555

INFO@FIRSTCONGREGATIONALSTALBANS.ORG
WWW.FIRSTCONGREGATIONALSTALBANS.ORG



TWENTY-FIRST SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST OcToser 18, 2026

WE GATHER As Gob's PeopPLE

CeNTERING WORDS:

Seek God, and not where God lives.
— Abba Siscoes

s BEGINNING OF SERVICE

THE PREPARATION
The beginning of the prelude is a call to enter into the spirit of
prayer and community.

PRrRELUDE
Still, Still, With Thee
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

F. Mendelssohn-Bartholdy

SuNG CALL To WORsHIP Here in This Place
Holy One, may your presence here open our minds.
May your Spirit among us help us to find
You are rising up now like a fountain of Grace
From the Holy Ground.

Here in this place. Here in this place.

MORNING PRAYER * (UNISON)

Sovereign and Radiant God, you go before us and invite us
to meet you. Today, we gather in your presence as a
community. You give us “the treasures of darkness and
riches hidden in secret places.” We respond as you call us
by name. We come to know you as you invite us to be
known by you. Receive our worship and form us as your
people in justice, truth, righteousness, compassion, and
love. Be glorified among us and through us, we pray.
Amen.

* PAGE G

WELcoME To ALL visiTORs: We are delighted that you chose to
worship with us today and are strengthened by your
participation in our service!

If you are new to First Congregational Church of St. Albans,
please sign the guest book in the narthex (main entrance of
the church).

If you would like more information about our church and its
programs or would like to receive our Morning Reflections,
and weekly e-newsletter, “From the Manse,” please fill out a
Welcome Card and place it in the Offering tray (be sure to
include your email address).

THIS SERVICE IS MADE POSSIBLE WITH THE GENEROUS PARTICIPATION OF:
DeacoN oF THE MoNTH: Maria Barresi
TRrusTEE OF THE MONTH: Paula Kane

ScrIPTURE READER: Stephen McLaughlin

After the service please join us for fellowship,
conversation, coffee, and refreshments.

*PLeasE STAND IF You ARE ABLE

1UCC WorsHIP Wars

Music, CopYRIGHT PERMISSIONS: CCLI #4799426 anp SIMP #14586
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Additional Announcements:

The Aha! Art Club:
Thursdays at Noon

Looking for a creative outlet? Join us. Instruction, materials,

and good cheer available. No experience necessary.

Mindful Awareness with Jonathan:
Thursdays at 10:30am

ZOOM Bible Study:
Wednesday, Oct. 21
Text: Deuteronomy 34:1-12

Online Giving: QR Code
Wi-Fi

Sanctuary

sanctuary 123

% PAGE 2 «

Hymn*
Love, Divine, All Loves Excelling (1,2,4) NCH 43

PRAYER OF TRANSFORMATION * (UNISON)

Gracious God, you have revealed yourself in scripture,
prophets, and the Christ. Yet, we have reduced your
gospel of liberation for all people, restoration of all
creation, and redemption for the world into personal
piety and devotion. We make idols of the trappings of
empire, trusting in our own plots and plans while failing
to believe and trust you with bold, transformative
prayers. Help us, O God, live in faith and access your
power. Remind us that you equip and endow us to be
your body in the world so that all may flourish and
experience abundance. Amen.

Pause FOR REFLECTION
AssURANCE oF Gob’s Love
PassING oF THE PEACE

THE MESSAGE
TiME wWiTH CHILDREN OF ALL AGES

ANTHEM For the Autumn Sky R. Schram

SCRIPTURE READING
Exodus 33:12-23

CONTEMPORARY READING

from No Man Is an Island by Thomas Merton
REFLECTION

Looking for God
Hymn*
Great Is Your Faithfulness (1,2) NCH 42
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THE THANKSGIVING
SHARING OUR Joys AND CONCERNS
CHoRraAL CALL TO PRAYER:

Hear Our Prayer, O Lord. D. Welpton

PRAYER OF THE PEOPLE ~

LorD’s PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom and the power and the glory, forever, Amen.

CHoRrAL RespoNse To PRAYER
Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace,
Whose mind is stayed on thee.
Scottish Psalter, 1615

OFFERTORY
DoxoLoGy
Praise God from whom all blessing flow,
Praise God all creatures here below;
Praise God above, all heavenly hosts:
Creator, Christ and Holy Ghost. Amen.

OFFERTORY PRAYER
THE DEPARTURE

Hymn* Go Now In Peace Insert

BENEDICTION

PosTLUDE Ted’s Song S. Conrady

% END OF SERVICE %

ANNOUNCEMENTS:

A Special Mote of Gratitude From ALl of Us At FCC:
*  Ellen Read Thank You for facilitating the donation of a
rug for the church.

* Greg Beeman Thank You for picking up the rug.

*  Park Newton Thank You for installing the meters on
the furnaces so that we can accurately measure the
churches heating fuel consumption.

Sounds of the Season Presents:
Fiddlehead Hollow
TODAY @3pm

October 19 - 22

Deep-Cleaning:

Mext week, (Monday-Thursday) Help make this an even more
welcoming space. We'll be working particularly on the
Marthex (west entrance) and stairs, as well as the balcony.

Singer Songwriter Showcase

October 24 @ 7pm

Featuring Open-Mic regulars Kristen Wrobel and Serina Jung!
Free - but please bring a non-perishable food item for
donation.

Women+ On The Edge of Democracy

October 30 @7 pm

FREE

FCC's own Clocktower Players perform seven plays in this
nationwide collaborative theater project.

October 31
"Spooky Saturday™”
Volunteers and candy needed!

If you can, please bring sweets for trick-or-treaters who will
be visiting us on the morning of HALLOWEEN!
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