First Congregational Church of St. Albans (FCC) is a welcoming
community of spiritual seekers, believers, and doubters.

Please know that no matter who you are or where you are on life's
journey, you're welcome here.

FirsT CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH VISION STATEMENT
To create an open and loving community that encourages a joyous
exploration with God.
To work together to care for and nurture the wider community.

FirsT CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH MISSION STATEMENT
Our mission as a community resource church is to provide a safe
place for spiritual exploration and personal growth. To affirm the
value of each person and to meet them where they are.
To connect to the community through personal service, giving, and
pastoral care.

Please feel free to contact us:

Administrative Office: Tuesday - Friday: 9am- 2pm

Church Office Phone Number: 802-524-4555

Pastor Jessica’s Office Hours:

Friday 9:30am-2:30pm and by Appointment

Email: pastorjessica@firstcongregationalstalbans.org

For urgent, pastoral matters outside of regular office hours,
call Pastor Jessica at 207-632-5544.

Please note that Monday is Pastor Jessica’s day off.

OUR WORSHIP SERVICE IS BROADCAST OVER THE LOCAL PUBLIC ACCESS CHANNEL
1079 oN SunpAvs AT 4 PM.
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First Congregational Church of St. Albans

An open and affirming community.
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“WE WELCOME YOU AND SERVE ALL THROUGH FAITH.’
WORSHIP WITH US:
OcTtoBER 25, 2026
10 A.M.
REev. JEssicA MooRE, PASTOR
BaiLey BRown, Music aAND CHolr DIRECTOR
ST1ePHAN CoNRADY, ORGANIST
STEPHEN McLAUGHLIN, OFFICE MANAGER
27 CHURCH STREeET, ST. ALans, VT 05478
802-524-4555
INFO(@FIRSTCONGREGATIONALSTALBANS.ORG
WWW.FIRSTCONGREGATIONALSTALBANS.ORG



TWENTY-SECOND SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST OcToseRr 25, 2026

WE GATHER As Gob's PeopPLE

CeNTERING WORDS:
Love is that condition in which the happiness of another person
is essential to your own.

— Robert A. Heinlein

s BEGINNING OF SERVICE <

THE PREPARATION
The beginning of the prelude is a call to enter into the spirit of
prayer and community.

PRELUDE

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

SunG CaLL To WoRsHIP Here in This Place
Holy One, may your presence here open our minds.
May your Spirit among us help us to find
You are rising up now like a fountain of Grace
From the Holy Ground.

Here in this place. Here in this place.

MORNING PRAYER * (UNISON)

Loving God, we gather before you in praise and
thanksgiving, wonder and awe, doubt and uncertainty, joy
and pain. We seek your guidance and direction, assurance
and challenge, correction, and encouragement. Make your
presence known among us this day. Let your Spirit reign in
our worship, in our hearts, and in our lives. Just your
presence among us gives us comfort, strength, and joy. Be
glorified in our love, O God. Amen.
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WELcoME To ALL visiTOrRs: We are delighted that you chose to
worship with us today and are strengthened by your
participation in our service!

If you are new to First Congregational Church of St. Albans,
please sign the guest book in the narthex (main entrance of
the church).

If you would like more information about our church and its
programs or would like to receive our Morning Reflections,
and weekly e-newsletter, “From the Manse,” please fill out a
Welcome Card and place it in the Offering tray (be sure to
include your email address).

THIS SERVICE IS MADE POSSIBLE WITH THE GENEROUS PARTICIPATION OF:
DeacoN oF THE MoNTH: Maria Barresi
TRrusTEE OF THE MONTH: Paula Kane

ScripTURE ReaDER: Nancy Holland

After the service please join us for fellowship,
conversation, coffee, and refreshments.

*PLeasE STAND IF You ARE ABLE

1UCC WorsHIP Wars

Music, CopYRIGHT PERMISSIONS: CCLI #4799426 anp SIMP #14586
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NOTICE OF ANNUAL MEETING
NOVEMBER 8, 2026

The Annual Meeting of the First Congregational Church
of 5t. Albans, Vermont will be held on November 8th,
2026 immediately following the Sunday service. This
notice is given in accordance with the by-laws providing
for an Annual Meeting to be held on the second Sunday
in November.

The business for the Annual Meeting is 1) For officers,
boards, and committees to report on the previous year;
2) to elect officers, board and committee members; 3) to
review and approve a budget for the year 2027 and 4) to
hold discussion, provide information and consider other
business as deemed desirable at the meeting.

Paula Kane,

President, Board of Trustees

Dated at St. Albans this 21st day of October, 2026.
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Hymn*
O God Our Help In Ages Past NCH 25 (1-4)

PRAYER OF TRANSFORMATION * (UNISON)

Gracious God, we hear the direction in biblical law, and
we can reduce our faith into all the things we cannot do.
We can begin to perceive following you to a way of life
that restricts our choices and binds us to certain
behaviors. Help us to recognize that life with you
transcends the rules and invites us to loving you, our
neighbor, and ourselves. Through the Law, the Prophets,
and the Messiah, you have helped us know how to love
better and more. Help us again today. Amen.

Pause FOrR REFLECTION
AssURANCE oF GoD’s Love
PassING oF THE PEACE

THE MESSAGE

TiME WiTH CHILDREN OF ALL AGES

ANTHEM

ScRIPTURE READING
Matthew 22: 34-46

CONTEMPORARY READING
... from the writings of Fred Rogers
REFLECTION
Worth the Risk
Hymn*
Help Us Accept Each Other NCH 388 (1,2,4)
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ANNOUNCEMENTS:
THE THANKSGIVING

SHARING OUR Jovs AND CONCERNS A Special Note of Gratitude From All of Us At FCC:
CHoraL CALL TO PRAYER: *  Tyler Lapointe - Thank You for all that raking!

Hear Our Prayer, O Lord. D. Welpton *  Sandy Cristman and Kevin - Thank You for

deep-cleaning!

PRAYER OF THE PEOPLE ~ *  Bailey Brown - Thank You for arranging for the
LorD’s PRAYER wonderful Sounds of the Season Concerts!
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Women+ On The Edge of Democracy

October 30 @7pm

FREE

FCC's own Clocktower Players perform seven plays in this
nationwide collaborative theater project.

October 31

“Spooky Saturday”

Volunteers and candy needed!

If you can, please bring sweets for trick-or-treaters who will
Scottish Psalter, 1615 be visiting us on the morning of HALLOWEEN!

Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom and the power and the glory, forever, Amen.

CHoRrAL ResPoNse To PRAYER
Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace,
Whose mind is stayed on thee.

OFFERTORY
DoxoLoGy
Praise God from whom all blessing flow,
Praise God all creatures here below;
Praise God above, all heavenly hosts:

The Aha! Art Club:

Thursdays at Noon

Looking for a creative outlet? Join us. Instruction, materials,
and good cheer available. No experience necessary.

Creator, Christ and Holy Ghost. Amen. Mindful Awareness with Jonathan: -
Thursdays at 10:30am Point camera at me
OFFERTORY PRAYER p
ZOOM Bible Study:
THE DEPARTURE Wednesday, 7 P.M.
Hymn* Let There Be Peace On Earth Insert Matthew 23:1-12
Online Giving: QR Code
BENEDICTION Wi-Fi
PosTLUDE Sanctuary

sanctuary 123

% END OF SERVICE %
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